This brings me to the theme of our subject, which relates to 'the law of God,' 'civilization' and 'monotheism.' I will look at it in the context of the Christians in Indonesia, especially those who come from the Calvinist tradition, which in the past was also known for its iconoclasm (hence the Dutch expression above). What makes people destroy statues? Do we agree with the ideology/ theology of these Taliban-like radical groups? What are we to make of biblical references to statues as idols and the ban on graven images? What is the difference between elohim (God) and elohim (the gods)? How do we look at monotheism? Can we as Calvinists in Indonesia live our monotheistic faith without becoming iconoclasts? In this paper I will first look at a biblical passage, Is. 43:10. Then I will use the findings to evaluate the theological discourse concerning monotheism, which recently has been revived by the books of Jan Assmann, the German Egyptologist,3 and which includes discussions on whether the concepts of deity are translatable or not.4 Finally I shall present my conclusions and return to the context of Indonesia.
"Before me no God was formed": Is. 43:10 in the Context of Is.
40-55
As is well known, Is. 40-55 forms a separate part in the book of Isaiah in the Old Testament, and its historical background is that of the Babylonian Exile (586-538 BCE). Its core goes to a poet-prophet, who produces verses of encouragement for the people of Israel exiled in Babylon, in the wake of the victories of Cyrus, the Persian conqueror. He had defeated many rulers, the latest of whom was the Lydian king, Croesos, and finally stood threateningly on the horizon of Babylon. The victories of Cyrus were interpreted as part of God's plan to liberate His people, and Cyrus was seen as God's Messiah (Is. 45:1). The
